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25th CONGRESS, 
2d Session. 
[ Doc. !\o.2.3~.] Ho. oF REPS• 
S~MI NO LE AND CHEROKEE INDIANS. 
MEMORIAL 
OF. 
THE CHEROKEE MEDIA TORS. 
MARCH 26, 1838. 
Referred to the Committee on ln(lian Affair!'", 
To the honorable the. Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
· States in Congress assembled : 
The memorial and petition of the undersigned, a deputation appointed 
, by John Ross, Principal .Chief of the Cherokee nation, on behalf and 
under the authority of the United States, to mediate for peace with 
the Seminoleans in Florida, 
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH: 
That after the arrival, in September, l 837, of a special agent from the 
United States, your memorial is ts were sf'lected, by the principal chief of 
their nation, for a mission to mediate for peace between the Seminoleans, 
in Florida, and the United States of North America. 
The mission in question was proposed, in the first instance, by a spe-
cial acrent from the United States, Colonel John H. Sherburne ; but as 
the said special agent did not appear to be prepared ,vith a sufficiently 
clear explanation of his views, and a sufficiently distinct evidence of his 
authority, the principal chief, ( who, with a delegation ·, was on his way 
to Washingt~:rn upon other business,) before acting upon the suggestions 
offered, considered it to be expedient for him, personally, to ascertain 
from the United States Government what the scope of the proposed mis-
sion was to be, and how far it was sanctioned' and to be sustained by the 
Executive. 
From Washington, the principal chief apprized the regular authorities 
of the Cherokee nation that he had had tha necessary understanding with 
the Secretary of '\Var; and, i11 due course, we received from our princi-
pal chief a letter of instructions, dated October 20, 1837, a copy of which 
is herewith submitted, No. 1 ; and at the same time we received a 
talk_, da~ed October 18, 18_37, from our principal ch~ef, to be delivered by 
us, m his name, to the chiefs, headmen, and warnors, of the Seminoles 
of Florida. A copy of this talk i_s here.annexed, bearing the No. 2. 
In the course of the conversat10Qs with your rnemorialists regarding 
this mission, t~e special agent of the United States distinctly and repeat-
Tbumas Allen, print. 
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1 edly assured us, not only that our expenses w_ould _ be paid, but that com-
pensation for the time employe? by u~, certa~nly not le_ss than five dol-
lars a dav for each and more likely eight, might be relied on ; and that, 
in the e.;ent of entire success in our object, a very liberal compliment 
rni(J'ht be anticipated from Congress. All these expectations were held 
out to us by the special agent of the United States, Colonel John H. 
Sherburne, entirely of his own accord, and without any solicitation, or 
even hint, on our part. 
After your memorialists departed on this mission, they met the special 
agent of the United States at August~, in Georgia, and proceede? to 
Florida in his company. On the 13th of November, 1837, they received 
a le tter from Major General Jesup, which will be found among the ac-
companying documents, No. 3, and which represents of the plan disclo-
sed to him on their introductory h1terview, that it was ~, highly satisfacto-
ry;" and that he "appreciated fully the benevolent and humane motives 
which had impelled our chief to order, and us to undertake, the perilous 
-enterprise." What said the .general, w·hen that' "perilous enterprise" 
had been accomplished? An enterprise, the entire peril of which, though 
your memorialists always knew it to be great, has, only within a few days, 
been made known to them by a Seminolean now in Washington ; for 
while the chiefs were in, under a flag of truce, it had been secretly de-
termined by the Seminoleans that your memorialists should be slain, in 
cons,equence of a suspicion raised µp against them of. treachery, as false 
mediators. What said the general, after their escape from this H perilo~s 
ente•rprise t" He writes to them, December 15, 1837, on their depar-
ture from Florida, ( see No. 4,) "I seize the occasion to assure you of 
the respect I entertain for you, collectively and individually; a respect 
inspired alike by your official conduct and personal deportment." '· I 
shall, on every occasion, bear testimony to the zealous and untiring ef-
forts you have made, and the hazards you have encountered, in fulfilling 
the duties assigned to you by your chief." "In returning to your homes, 
you have my best wishes for the peace, prosperity, and happiness, of your-
selves and your people." And in further evidence that they were ac-
knowledged to have performed what they undertook, to the entire satis-: 
faction of the general, he writes on the same day to the Secretary of 
,var, concerning the Cherokee deputation, "It is due to justice that I 
should express to you the high sense which I entertain of their charac-
ter and conduct; they have acted with the most untiring zeal and ear-
nestness." " I consider it due to them, as well as to myself, to assure 
you of my belief that they have acted, throu~hout, in perfect good faith, 
and with a sincere desire to serve you and our country, and to benefit 
the Indians by enlightening them in r-egard to their true interests." 
And your tnemorialists were afterwards surprised by a course of con-
duct to\\-ards th:e Semi.noleans, on the part of General Jesup, calculated 
to discredit them with those to \\ihom they were sent as media tors, and 
utterly incompatible with all the expectations with which they went upon 
the mission. Into this point, however, it is unnecessary for them now 
to ent-er. Towards the close of December, 1837, they were in Savan'-
'Dah, on their return from Florida, and prepared, in obedience to the in-
structions of their principal chief, to go back to their homes, consi dering 
their mission at an end. 
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At Savannah, however, the special agent of the United States renew-
ed his representations of the service your memorialists might render, by 
continuing with him, for purposes which will appear in the letter ad-
dressed by their princip~l chief to the Secretary of War, and, among the 
documents, bearing the No. 11. 
Your memorialists, though urgently called by domestic and business 
affairs -to their homes, were induced by the earnest solicitations of the 
special agent of the United States, enforced by the arguments of an offi-
cer in the army and others, to remain ,vith the said special ,1gent, and to 
accompany him to Washington. They were led by the special agent to 
believe that, even after this, the Government would require a new mis-
sion to the Seminoleans, in which their aid would be all-important ; and 
they did not regard the sacrifice of their private .cbims, when they im-
agined they could promote the public good. 
The arrival of your memorialists at Washington was officially announc-
ed by their principal chief to the Secretary of War, as will be seen in 
document No. 5. They refer to the letter No. 11, which has already 
been quoted, to prove that, after being brought to Washington by the 
special agent of the United States, all the official communications, either 
with them personally, or relating to them, on the part of their principal 
chief, concur to show that they had every reason to consider themselves 
as detained at Washington to await the completion of such arrangements 
as must precede the renewal of their mission to the Seminoleans. 
But your memorialists, after having incurred very heavy expenses, 
were first astonished, by some untraceable rumors of a charge of treach-
ery in their mission ; concerning which they have in vain demanded an 
explanation from the proper authorities. And after this they learned, 
with astonishment still greater, that steps were taken which rendered it 
impossible for them longer to believe that any new mission to the Sem-
inolcans could be intended. 
Perplexed by these inscrutable movements, your memorialists applied 
to the Secretary of War for information as to his further expectations 
from them, and, to their amazement, found that he disclaimed all knowl-
edge of their business at Washington, and absolutely refused to recog-
nise them as having been employed by the Government subsequently to 
their return from Florida to Savannah. 
This denial of their claim will be found in Nos. 6, 7, 8, 9, 1 O, 12, and 
11, already quoted. And the claim itself will be found in No. 13. The 
circumstances under which their demand has been redJced are consider-
ed so unju~t that they have _thought proper to decline receiving the pit-
tance tend~red.. Jn adopting the extremely vexatious and inj•Jl'ious 
measure, of which they have such reason to complain, the Secretary of 
War has never yet attempted to deny any one particular of all that they 
have stated. They have reiterated every circumstance before the Sec-
r~tary of W:ar, in the presen~e of Col?nel John H. 'Sherburne, the spe-
c~al .agent hunself, who has hstened without offering the slightest contra-
d1ct10n. The Secretary of War expressly assures them that he does 110t 
dispute their assertions, but that he cannot sustain Colonel John H. Sher-
burne in the course which he has adopted. 
Your me!noria_lists are no~ forced to appeal to Congress. Your hon-
orable bodies will feel that it must cost your memorialists great anguish 
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to be brntwht under tliis humiliating necessity, and will therefore pardon 
them for giving you the inconvenien-ce of listening to wlrnt they would 
have been much better pleased never to have been compelled to utter. 
They risked their lives, and they sacrificed their time an<l interests, in 
the earne~t and animating endeavor to mediate with success; an en-
deavor so for from being defeated by any error on their part, that all the 
steps they took in it, independently, were not only successful, but ap-
plauded even in writing by the commandant of the American army; 
and, having done all this, they deemed it hard to be told they were 
charged with treachery, and not to be told by whom or how. But they 
did not conceive it possible for them to be exposed to any still more gall-
ing injury. If dismissed, they supposed, at 1ea~t, the pecuniary part of 
the promises made to them would be fulfilled. They could not have 
dreamed that, by any possibility, they could have been called upon, after 
enduring unmerited dishonor, to be the victims of a pecuniary misunder-
standing between the Governme_nt and one of its accredited represent-
atfres. 
To your memorialists it appears, that if the individual in question has 
exceeded his authority, he himself ought to meet the consequences, and 
not they who trusted the Government upon the faith of its agent. 
And your rnemorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
HAIR CONRAD, his+ mark . 
.JESSE BUSHYHEAD. 
THOMAS WOODWARD, bi's + mark. 
RICHARD FIELI>S. 
MAJOR POLECAT, his+ mark. 
\V ASHINGTON C1TY, 
March 21, 1838. 
No. I. 
\VASHINGTON CITY' 
October 20, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN: I regret that a different course has been taken by Colonel 
Sherburne than the one agree<l upon between him and myself on our 
separation at the agency, and which was made known to you, in regard 
to his returning to Washington, &c.; not that I believe any injury has 
resulted from the course taken, but because it was calculated to throw a 
mist over the true understanding, whic9 might have led to embarrass-
ment in my intercourse with the Secretary of War, in reference to the 
contemplated mission to Florida, and ·which has actually caused some 
trouble and delay in the business. 1t is due to truth and justice, and no 
less to our own ~eputation in the matter, that we should act with a clear 
and distinct understanding with the officers of Government, in .reference 
to th e mediation. As much depends upon our mutual confidence and co-
operation to ensure success in this important mission, I have deemed it 
proper t~ _make these remarks, that you may be parti-cularly guarded 
aga1m,t g1vrng sanction to any steps which, by possibility, may be ' con-
strued into an act of your own, to the disadvantage of the cause in which 
you are engaged. I have had a free and full conversation with the Sec-
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retary of War on the subject of this affair; and he has given s,anction to 
our mediation, and approves of the talk, which is herewith enclosed for 
the Seminoles, which you will deliver in person. The Secretary is de-
sirous that these people should be fully impressed with his sincerity in 
the sentiments ,vhich he has authorized to be commLrnicated to them. 
The Secretary says, that he was informed Oseola had, ·on a former o_cca-
sion, killed a chief of distinction in his own tribe; that the friends ot the 
. deceased chief, who have emigrated West, threaten revenge on Oseola, 
sh0uld he ever go there; and should this produce any difficulty with 
Oseola, as respects going with his people to the West, the £ecretary of 
War says that ke might associate Mmself with any' other tribe wlw 
would be willing to adopt him into their nation; at all events, he shall 
have the right of exercising his own discretion on the subject. I can-
not believe, myself, from the reputed standing of this man with his own 
people, that any fears are entertained by him upon that point; should you 
succeed in your mission of peace, the Secretary of War is willing for you 
to come on here with Golon~l Sherburne, and also a delegation from the 
Seminoles, if they desire to send one; or, otherwise, if 'your mission 
fails, then it would be unnece,ssary for you to come on, but that you may 
return home from Charleston. General Jesup is the officer tp whom the 
,,,. hole busines~ of negotiating a treaty of peace with the Seminoles has 
been intrnste<l,_ as I am informed by the Secretary of vVar; consequent-
ly, your movement in this matter must be fully made known to him; you 
are only to act the part of mediators for the restoration of peace between 
the Seminoles and the United States; and whilst it will be your duty to 
advise these people for their own welfare, under all circumstances, to 
riegotiate peace with the United States, you must by all means avoid 
being instrumental in persuading them to the agreement, in their treaty, 
of any other particular measure, which might be chargeable to you, should 
any dissatisfaction ever ti;row out of the same hereafter. But, should the 
Seminole chiefs ask it of you, as a matter of favor, to use your influence 
with the officers of Government for the favorable consideration of any 
measure they may propose or desire, which may appear to you to be 
reasonable and just, there will be no impropriety in your compliance, and 
it will be your duty to do so. It will not be proper fo~· you. to speak to 
the Seminoles on the subject of our own affairs generally, or to speculate 
on the probable result of our own q1ission here, further than I have done 
in my address to them; great prudence and good management, for getting 
a peaceable access to these people will be required , and much will de• 
p~nd upon your own judgment, from your inherent knowledge of the In-
dian character., of the steps which ought to be taken ; you must therefo re 
confer freely and fuUy with General Jesup on this point, so as to act under 
his entire approbation in the course which you may take on the occasion. 
H you once get acce:ss to the chiefs1 and obtain a meeting ,vith thrm, so 
a~ to enable you to make them an intrn·ductory address in the presenta-
t~on of my talk, &.c., I cannot doubt your success, provided the opera-
t10ns OH the part ot the officers be judiciously arrancred for gettinrr a full 
. f h h' r I ::-, ., I:' meeting o t e c 1e1s t 1ereafter in council, for negotiatinn· the terms of 
peace with them ; to ensure ·which, I trust that an ar;istice will be 
promptly granted; unless this takes place, it would seem to me impossib le 
to .securn confid ence enough in the Seminoles to effect the great object 
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of negotiating a permanent treaty of ~eace with them;_ you_ will, of course, 
previous to leaving Charleston, prov1d~ yourselve~ with 1npe and tobaeco, 
to be delivered ·with my talk. You '\-\'Ill keep mrnutes 0f all your pro-
ceedings, and report the same to me regularly. The o_hject ~f your mis-
sion being simply to endeavor to restore peace and fnendsb1p between 
the Seminoles and the United States, with the approbation of the Sec-
retary of War, it is unnecessary that l should say anything more than 
what is contained in my address to that people and in this letter, as you wiH 
he full_y enabled by them to shape your communications v,·ith the Semi-
noles accordingly; and the course which you take in this matter, I again 
repeat, must be with the full 1rnowledge of the officers of the United 
States. Wishing you health and success in your peaceful mi8sion, my 
colleagues join me in their respects to you and Colonel Sherburne. 
Your friend, and obedient servant, 
JOHN ROSS. 
To Messrs. CoNRAD, 1 
BusHYHEAD I s C z · 
F., d' ~ Charleston, outh aro . ma. IELDS, an I 
WooDWARD, J . 
VVe certify th:1t this is the letter of instructions under whic-h we acted 
as mediators, on a mission of peace to the Seminoles of Florida. 
HAIR CONRAD, his+ mark. 
JESSE BUS HYHEAD. 
THOMAS WOODWARD, his + mark. 
RICHARD FIELDS. 
MAJOR POLECAT, his + mark, 
Interpreter r 
No. 2. 
To tlie Chiefs, Headmen, . and Warriors , of the Seminoles of Florida. · 
I address you in the name of the Cherokee nation, as its principal chief1 
and with the feelings of a brother hold out to you the hand of friendship. 
I am of the aborigi11al race of the red-man of this great island 1 and so are 
you. The path which leads from my council fire to that of yours . is a 
Jon g one, and there has been no intercourse between us; my native lan-
~uage is different from that of yours, and we are strangers to each other. 
Yet, the time was, vhen our ancestors once smoked the pipe of peace • 
togethe1·; therefore, I ask you to listen to my talk; do not let my words 
enter in one ear and pass through the other, like the listless wind, but 
receive them firmly into your hearts, because they emanate from the 
purest feclin~s of my own heart for your welfare. 
Brothers, ,listen! I ha re heard of the gloom which overspreads your 
land, of the loud mutterings of the big gtm, and the shrfll echo of the 
war-whoop. Alas! of the hostile blow which has been struck between you 
and our white brethren. This is bad news, and it makes me feel sorry. 
Perchance, you may have heard that the Cherokees are also.in trouble 
about their own lands; this is ti ue; but I have spoken to my people, and 
they ~ave Ii tened. I told them to remember the language of President 
Wa ·hrngton, and that of his iHustrio,us successors, and to hold fast to the 
faith of treaties, which, by mutual consent, had been solemIDly pledged . 
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between our nation and the United States. That the laws and treaties 
for the security and protection of our rights were the only weapons with 
which we must defend them. That, if it has been our misfortune to s.uffer 
wrongs from the hands of our white brethren, we should not despair of 
having justice still extended to us by the United States. 
Brothers, I am now in the beloved city where our father, the Presi-
dent of the United States, is seated, and his great councils are held. I 
have with me a delegation of chosen men, sent by the cou~cil of my 
nation for the purpose of endeavoring to settle all our differences with 
our white brethren upon peaceable and friendly terms. Since our arri-
val here, we have met with delegation~ of red-men from several of the 
northern tribes; amon~ them we have seen Black Hawk, of whom you 
may have heard something. They have all come on a peaceable mission 
to the Government of the United States, in relation to the affairs of their 
respective nations. · . 
Brothers, I have shook the hands of our elder brother, the Secretary of 
War, and of our father, the President of the United States, and talked with 
them. I told our elder brother that it grieved .my heart to hear of the 
shedding of blood between our white and red brethren, the Seminoles; 
and asked him if it could not be stopped, and healed by the balm of peace. 
He pr,omptly replied, yes; and said that he had no desire to destroy the 
red-man, as it was the wish of his heart to treat tbem all with kindness 
and liberal justice ; and assured me that such were also the feelings of the 
President towards them ; but, that the Government could not take any 
s teps in your affair which may be interpreted into an act of weakness; 
ye t, if your people desired peace, and would lay aside your warlike atti-
tude, and come in, that a treaty of peacP. would be ~egotiated with you 
under the authority of the President of the United States, .and that a veil 
shall be thrown over everything that had taken place during the war, 
so that they may be covered, and never remembered or revenged. That 
yo u, Oseola Powell, and all .others who may have been considered as 
principal actors in the conflict, shall be received in to equal favor and 
protection ,with all the Seminoles, in the treaty of peace. 
Brothers, I have truly related to you what has been said to me by o~r 
elder brother·, who represents our father, the President of the United 
S tates, in relation to your nation. I believe his words to have been 
uttered with a sincere heart. I have therefore proffered to become 
mediator, {or the restoration of peace and friend ship between you and 
our white brethren, and I rejoice in telling you th at it has been accepted. 
Brothers, I have sent a letter to my associate chiefs at ho"qie, to info1 m 
them of all ~his ; I have directed them to send four of my confidential 
and trust-,~orth7 men, with ?n interpreter, to go as messengers of peace , 
and forthwith oear to you this my talk. l trust that you will take them 
b~ the ha?d, an~ smoke the pipe of brotherly friendship with them . I 
will teH_ you their names, Te-kah skeh , alias Hair Conrad; Tas-ke -ket-
chee, ahas ~esse Bushy head; Oo-sah -e-tr,ih, alias Richard F ields ; A.h-nah -
sta-qu~h, alt as Thomas Wood ward, and their interpreter, Te-lah-kah-quah -
tah, ahas the Polecat. They go under the sanction and protection of our 
father,_ the President of the United States, and they are acco mpaniecl by 
a special agent , Colonel John H. Sherburne, who is sent by our elder 
b rother, the Secretary of \Var, from this city , for that purpose . 
Brothers, my hands are clean, and they have never been stained with 
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your blood; they are offered to arrest the uplifted ,,,e~pons of deat~, and 
to stop tlic effusion of blood) between a red and a white b10ther; ior the 
sake of your women and children, I beseech yo u not to push. my hands 
away from vou, nor to turn your back upon me . I tell you, rn the lan-
guage of tr~th, th_at I have no_ oth er interest in this mediation th_an the 
common rrood wh1,ch the blessings of peace bestow on all mankrnd. I 
do not stgp to inquire who has been in fault, nor to throw blame upon 
you, or upon our white brethren, for what has taken place; it is enough 
for me to hear that our white brethren say that they do not desire your 
destruction, and that they are willing to negotiate peace and friendship 
with you, and to forget all the evils which have transpired between you 
and them, that you may hereafter hold each other more firmly by the 
hand in brotherly love. 
Brothers, I will not speak of the great power of the United States 
Government, because you lmo\ov all about it, as well as I do; nor will I 
say anything to operate upon your fears; for I know that a brave people, 
when driven to a state of desperation, would sooner die under the strong 
arm of power, than to shrink and die the death of the coward. But I will 
speak to you as a friend, and with the voice of reason advise you, as a 
small but a brave people, to act the part of a noble race, and at once to 
throw yourselves upon the magnar1imity and justice of the American 
people; for I will ag:ain repeat, that our elder brother, the Secretary 0f 
War, says that the General Government ardently desires to terminate 
this <'01;1test, ·without the further effusion of blood ; and that it would be 
1;ratifying to all, who are animated with kind feelings towards their l'ed 
brethren, to see you return to the paths of peace; that if you desire 
peace, it will be granted you; and that every kindness and indulgen ce 
in the power of the Government "vill be exercised towards you. 
Brothers, listrn ! Can you turn a deaf ear to such kind feelings and gen-
erous se ntiments, and will you prefer war to peace, and the utter ruin of 
your people to their welfa re and happi11ess? I canno t and will not be-
1 ieve it. As 'to the terms upon which your treaty of peace shall be ne-
gotiated, I b:,1ve nothin.g to say; that is a matter to be agreed upon be-
tween you k{nd the Government of the Un ited States. I have been as-
su w, however, by the Secretary of War, that you shall be liberally 
compensated for any losses or injuries which you may have sustained by 
the inju -- tice of your white brethren; and, further, that after peace ar,d 
friendship shall have been restored, should you desire to send a delega-
tion to pay a visit to your father, the President of the United States, for 
the purpose of getting any business confirmed, which may be agree<l up-
on between you and his commissioners, that you shall be permitted to do 
so, in company with his agent and those of your Cherokee brethren who 
will deliver you this talk. 
Brothers, my talk is over ; I now commend to your friendly reception 
tlrn messengers of peace, who in my name will offer you the right hand 
of friendship and the pipe of peace, wr.ich I trust will be accepted and 
smoked with them and our white brethren . May the Great Author o[ 
human existence be with you in your deliberations, and give you wisdom 
and a pure heart ta decide righteously; for the future prosperity and hap-
piness of yom nation is the sincere prayer of your friend and elder brother,. 
KOO-WE -SKOO WE} alias JOHN ROSS. 
WA m GToN, October 18, 1831. 
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BROTHERS: "\Ve have heard the talk of our chief to you ; it i~ a g0od 
talk ; we hope you will receive it in the same spirit of kindness in whi~h 
it is offered; and that the dark cloud which hangs over you may be dis-
persed ; that you will now have a clear sky and a bright sun to beam up-
on your women and children, to invigorate the growth of the future wel-
fare and happiness of your nation, is the wish of your senior brothers of 









To MICANOPY, (PHILIP,) 
CoACOCHEE, (WILDCAT,) 
OsEOLA, ( PowELL,) 
And others of the cltiejs and warriors qf the Seminoles of Florida. 
We hereby certify that we read, explained, and interpreted this talk to 
Micanopy, Sam Jones, Cloud, Tusk.ekee, Nocose Yahola, other chiefs 
and their warriors of the Seminole and Mickasuky Indians, at a council 
held with them at Chickasawhatchee creek, in ·East Florida, on the 30th 
day of November and the 1st day of December, 1837. . 
HAIR CONRAD, his + mark. 
JESSE BUSHYHEAD. 
THOMAS WOODWARD, his+ mark. 
RICHA'RD FIELDS. 
MAJOR POLECAT, his+ mark, 
Interpreter. 
No. '3. 
HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SouTH, 
St. Augustine, No'vember 13, 1837. 
GJJ::NTLEMEN: When I received your note of to-day, I was too much 
engaged in business connected with the movement of the troops to reply 
in writing, out I desired my aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Chambers, to in-
form you that I would see you immediately on disposing of the matters 
which then required my attention. The interview which has just ter-
minated has been highly s~tisfactory to me, and I appreciate fully the 
benevolent and humane motives which have impelled your chief to order, 
and you to undertake, the pe rilous enterprise in which you propose to 
engage. I have permitted Coa Hadjo and Assun Yahola to send mes-
sengers to their people to invite them to come in and surrender, with 
the assurance of protection for the future and oblivion of the past. I 
have req4ested those chiefs to inform the chiefs that are out, through 
these messenge~s, _of your presence at headquarters, and of your humane 
and peaceful m1ss10n; and 1 have authorized the messenO'ers to bear 
any message which you may desire to send to any or all tho~e chiefs. 
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The me~sengers will depart to-mo~row; and I_ desire Y?U to _see the 
chiefs Coa Hadjo and Assun Yahola rn the morning, ~fld rn their pres-
ence and with their assent, charge the messengers w1t.h ·whatsoever you 
have to say. In the mean time I desire an authenticated copy of your 
instructions. 
My aid will take the copy, and I desire that he and one of your mem-
bers certify to its correctness. 
I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
THOS. S. JESUP, 
Major General ccmmanding. 
Messrs. RICHARD FIELDs, I 
HAIR Co:sRAD, ~ Cherokee Delegation to the 
THOMAS WooDWARD, and I Seminoles . . 
JE~sE BusHYHEAD, J 
No. 4. 
HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE SOUTH, 
Fort Mellon, December 15, 1837. 
GENTLEMEN: I have received your communication of this d:-ly's date, 
and I seize the occasion to assure you of the respect which I entertain 
for you collectively and individually ; a respect inspired alike by your 
official conduct and personal deportment. 
I ret!;ret with you the failure of your friendly and philanthropic mis-
sion, but I shall, on every proper occasion, bear testimony to the zealous 
and untiring efforts you have made, and the hazards you have encoun-
tered, in fulfillin~ the duties assigned to you by your chief. 
In common with the majority of my fellow-citizens, I am the friend of 
the red-man, and would rather cor:ifer benefits than inflict injuries upon 
him. Should the fortune of war place any of the Seminoles or Micka-
sukies in my hands, they ·will be treated with kindness, and every in-
dulgence will be extended to them not incompatible with their security. 
As to the chiefs, Micar1opy and Cloud, they came in to remain. They 
were ll@stages under the treaty of Fort Dade ; were forcibly carried off, 
and Micanopy at least was on his way to join me at Tampa Bay, where 
he supposed he would find me before he heard of your arrival. He is 
aware that I have sent him and the warriors who accompanied him to 
St. Augustine, in consequence of the recent conduct of .Appiacca and 
other chiefs and their people. 
I mos~ ardently desire that the war may be terminated, if possible, 
without bloodshed, and I shall avail myseif of every favorable occur-
rence so to terminate it. 
In returning to your homes, you have my best wishes for the peace, 
prosperity, and happiness, of yourselves and your people; and I am, gen-
tlemen, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
THOS . S. JESUP. 
1essrs. RrcHARD FIELDS, l 
HAIR CON RAD . 
THos. w oo-nV: ARD, r Members of the Cherokee Delegation. 
JESSE BusHYHEAD, J 
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No. 5. 
WASHINGTON C1TY, January 2, 1838. 
Sm: You h~ve doubtless been informed, through Colonel John H. 
Sherburne, of the- arrival in this city, on the e~ening of the 30th ultimo, 
the Cherokee deputation who were charged with the duty of endeavor-
ing to rest?re peace between the Se~inole Ind~ans and the United States, 
in the character of mediators ; tlns <leputat10n penetrated the deep 
swamps and hammocks of Florida, under the escort of Coahachee, one _of 
the captive chiefs, and at Cbickasawhatchee, ( Chickasaw cree_k,) a dis-
. tance of sixty miles from Fort Mellon, they met the Seminole and 
Mickasuky chiefs and warriors in council, and there delivered to them 
the talk which I, with your approbation, had sent them; after reading 
and fully explaining its import, through the- interpreter, the assembled 
chiefs and warriors at once agreed to receive it in friendship, as coming 
through their red brethren, the Cherokees, with the utmost sincerity and 
good feelings, from their elder brother, the Secretary of War, who rep-
resents their father, the President of the United States. When the 
usual Indian ,'.eremonies on this occasion, in smoking the pipe of peace, 
&c., were concluded, Micanopy, the principal chief, with twelve others 
of his chieftains and a number of their warriors, agreed· to accompany 
the Cherokee deputation, and accordingly went with them, under a flag 
of truce, into the headquarters of the United States ~rmy at Fort Mellon. 
After this successful meeting, for-ther steps were taken for inviting all 
the people to go in, and whilst some were coming in, the escape of Wild-
cat from the fort at St. Augustine, and other events altogether beyond the 
control of the Cherokee deputation, produced a sudden and unexpected 
distrust and change of determination in the minds of the chiefs and war-
riors of the nation who were still out in their fastnesses. Upon being 
informed of this fact, it is reported that General Jesup immediately or-
dered his troops to be put in motio1,1 for hostile operations, and also 
caused all the chiefs and warriors who had come in under the Cherokee 
flag to be forthwith made prisoners of war; they were then placed into 
the hold of a steamboat, and shipped to the fort at St. Augustine, and there 
imprisoned. It is ftrrther reported that General Jesup told some of these 
chiefs, that, for the first drop of blood which might be spilt by the war-
riors against whom he had marched his tl~oops in battle array, that they 
( the captive chiefs) shall be hanged! Under this extraordinary state 
of the affair, it has become my imperious though painful duty, for the 
defence of my own reputation, as well as that of the deputation who 
acted under my instructions for carrying out the humane objects of this 
mediation; also, in justice to the suffering chiefs and warriors, whose 
confidence in the pmity of our motives, as well as in the sincerity of the 
Government, by the assurances held out to them under your a.uthority 
in my talk\ had thus placed themselves under the flao- of truce befor~ 
the American a~·my._ I do hereby most sole1;1 nly pr~test against this 
unprecedented v10latwn of that sacred rule which has ever been recoo·-
nised by every nation, civilized and uncivilized, of treating with all dt~e 
resp~ct tho_s_e who had ever presented themsel v_es under a flag of truce 
befoze theu enemy, for the purpose of proposrn~ the termination of a 
"":a~·fare. .More?ve:, I respectfuJly a;Jpeal to and submit, for your de-
c1s10n, whether Justice and policy do not require at your hands that these 
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capti,· s should be forthwith liberated, that th~y may go and confer: with 
their people, and that whatever obstacles may have been th1 own rn the 
way of their coming in to make peace ma.y be removed_. In a w?rd, 
under all the circumstances of the case, so far as the particular captives 
alluded to are concerned, I feel myself ca1led upop by every sense_ of 
justice and honor to ask that they may be released and placed at liberty 
to determine, with their people, what to do under all the circumstances 
of their affairs, as freely and untrammelled as they were previous to the 
council held with them by the Cherokee mediation, as it was through 
the influence of the Cherokee talk they had consented to go under the 
flag of truce into General Jesup's headquarters. The detailed report of 
the deputation, of their proceedings on this mission, not having as yet 
been fully made out, I have deemed it important to present the facts herein 
briefly stated without delay ; and should it be deemed necessary, or you 
shall desire it, I will communicate to you the full report of the deputa-
tion, so soon as it may be in readiness. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient humble servant, 
JNO. ROSS. 
Hon. JoEL R. PoINsETT, Secretary of War. 
No. 6. 
w AR DEPARTMENT, 
January 8, 1838. 
Sm : Your letter of the 2d inst., in reference to the seizure of certain 
Seminole Jndi:rns, has been received. The subject has been referred to 
General Jesup, and a report respecting it demanded of him. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
JoHN Ross, Esq., Washington city. 
No. 7. 
YVASHINGTON CITY, 
February 28, 1838. 
Srn: I need not recur to the fact that a deputation of Cherokees was sent 
by me, at the instance of the Government, conducted by Colonel John H. 
Sherburne, their special agent, to act as mediators with the Seminoles in 
Florida. The Cherokee deputation accomplished so much of the object in 
view as came within their power, and in such a manner as to elicit the 
thanks and ~ompliments of the official persons best acquainted with the 
truth. If, after their task had ended, measures were taken which chang-
ed the prospects created by their mediation, they are of course pursua-
ded that you are incapable of considering them responsible for the result, 
The s~ecial agent of the United States distinctly stated that the ex-
penses of the deputation would be paid by the United States; that they 
would also receive compensation for their loss of time in endeavoring to 
promote the interests of the United States, and he expressed a conviction 
that Congress would be sure, in the event of success, to make their remu-
neration a very liberal one. 
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The deputation, after fulfilling their mission, were a~out to re~urn to 
their own country, when Colonel Sherburne expressly desired that, rnstead 
of returnin~ thither, they should come_ on to Washington._ He knew th~t 
if there had been anything imperfect rn the result of their endeavors, it 
was not from any causes upon which thry ever could have calculated ; 
and he thought, as they themselves did, that they might still have an op• 
portunity of contributing towards the establishment, so 1nuch desired by 
them, of permanent peace, by further efforts, in whi-ch they might be better 
sustained, and would theAce hope to be thorou~hly successful. 
In accordance with the views thus expressed, and the urgent and re• 
peated request of the :special agent of the Government,. the deputation 
came to ·Washington. They have been here for some time. Their ex• 
penses have been very heavy, and still continue so. I beg leave most 
respectfully to submit that these expenses are more than they can sup• 
port. Having been induced by me, as principal chief of their nation, to 
quit their familie,s and their private pursuits, upon this embassy, I feel it 
my duty to ask, has the Government any fort.her desire to employ these 
mediators ? And if not, can they hope to receive the indemnification on 
which they were led to rely, and the means of going back to their homes, 
without any of these continued delays, which embarrass them still more 
oppressively with expense? 
I would also ask, in the event of any difficulty upon this matter, so im-
portant to them, though so small to the United States, that it may be di• 
rectly submitted to his excellency the President, for his decision. 
With .entire reliance on the fairness and considerateness of the Govern• 
ment in relation to this affair, ,I have the honor to be, sir, most respect• 
folly, your very obedient humble servant, 
Hon. JoEL R. PmNSE'l'T, 
Secretary of War. 
No. 8. 
JNO. ROSS. 
DEPARTMEN'.r OF \VAR, 
March 2, 183-8. 
Srn: Although much indisposed, I hasten to reply to your letter of 
the 28th February, in order to relieve the memuers of the delegation, to 
whom it alludes, from any unnecessary <lela-y and increased expense. I 
had n? int.ima_tion, until~ few d~ys ago, that those persons were waiting in 
Washington for orders from tlus -Department, and then exµressed my una 
feigned astonishment that such a misunderstanding should have existed. 
The Department authorized Mr. Sherburne to proceed to Florida 
with. the delegation of C~erokees, in order, if practicable, to induce the 
Semrnoles to comply wllh the treaty stipulations, aRd remove to the 
lands allotted to them _west of the Mississippi. Having assembled a nu-
!11erous and well-appornted army for the purpose of enforcing the treaty 
if necessary, the Dep~rtment thought it both humane and politic to pro~ 
pose peace to the Indians, before they resorted to ai·ms Th' d l · l d r • 1s e eO'a-
tlon was se ecte 1or that . purpose; how they discharged this sac;ed 
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obligation is not now a matter of p1_-ai~e nor: censure. An investi_gat~on 
into all the cirr.umstances of that mission will be made, and full Justice 
shall be <lone to them. With regard to their compensation, it \Vas believed 
by the Department, that, animated by motives o~ humanity, they sought 
no other remuneration than to be agents of restoring peace, and prevent-
inrr the further effusion of blood. What Congress might have thou~ht 
pr~per to ha\·e bestowed upon them, had they been successful, is now 
a useless inquiry. '1 his Department intended to defray their expenses 
to and from Florida. Their coming to Washington was unauthorized, 
and entirely unnecessary, and the Department would have objected to 
it, bad it not supposed that they came to unite with the Cherokees, now 
here on business unsanctioned and disapproved by the Department, but 
over which it has no control. In reply, therefore, to your interroga-
tories, I beg to state that the Governrnrnt has no further desire to em-
ploy those mediators; and, further, that it did not regard them as _being 
in the service bQyond a reasonable time for their return from Florida to 
the Cherokee nation. 
Upon their account for exper;ises to and from Florida, vouched by Mr. 
Sherburne, being presented at the lnt.lian bureau, it will be allovred 
and paid. 
I have, agreeably to your request, submitted your letter to the Presi-
dent, and he approves ot this reply. 
Very re~pectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. H. POINSETT. 
~fr. JOHN Ross, 
Washington city. 
No. 9. 
WASHINGTON C1TY, March 51 1838. 
Srn: Although I do not wish unnecessarily to prolong a correspond-
ence upon the subject of my last letter, there are one or two points of 
your reply to it which I feel it to be a duty to myself and to the medi-
ators whom I caused to visit Florida for the United States Government, 
not to pass over without ~ome explanation on my part, and sot-ne inquiry. 
You remark of the mediators, that it" was believed by the Depart- • 
ment that~ anjmated by motives of humanity, they sought no other remu-
neration than to be agents for restoring peace and preventing the further 
effusion of blood." I beg lea-ve to explain, that when Colonel Sher-
burne applied to me on this subject, after having myself come to a per-
sonal understanding in regard to it with your Government, I exerted 
myself, with a most sincere and disinterested desire to end the war. f 
expected no remuneration ; I have sou~ht no remuneration. But to the 
persons whom I appointed from the nation, Colonel Sherburne, as the 
agent of the Government, of his own accord, promised compensation, and 
a further certain remuneration. 1f this had been looked upon as of para-
mount importance, it would have been made the subject of a special 
contract at the time; but it was not; it was left entirely open, the persons 
employed, who all have large families depending on their respective 
labors for support, not doubting but the United States Government 
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would fulfil the promise made to them by their agent. I have already 
explained that it \Vas at the instance of Colonel Sherburne they came 
to Washington; that his wish was urged by solicitations, at first resisted 
by some of them, but so strongly and so repeatedly pressed by him, that 
they finally assented. I, as the person who first sent these mediators, ask 
no compensation; but the persons deputed by me, though they expect 
nothing for having freely risked their lives, can scarcely afford the pe-
cuniary loss to their families caused by their long absence. 
In reference to your remark c'Jncerning "an investigation of all the 
circumstances of that mission," I beg leave to ask whether I am to infer 
from this hint that there are any charges against the mediators before the 
Department, which call for investigation? I make this question for the 
purpose of relieving my mind from the difficulty I feel in comprehend-
ing the sco;:ie pf your remark ; though I am at a loss to understand how 
any investigation can be fairly entered into without first apprizing tbe 
parties to who·m it relates, whether there are any complaints against 
then:!, what those complaints are, by whom they are made, and in what 
manner they are to be examined. Your own sense of justice will ren-
der it unnecessary for me to apologize for troubling ·you with this request. 
I h1ve the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant, 
JNO. ROSS. 
Hon. J. R. PoINSE'l'T, 
Secretary of Wm~. 
No. IO. 
' DEPA:RTMENT OF \.VAR, 
March 7, 1838. 
Srn: Your letter of the 5th instant, on 'the subject of an allowance to 
the Cherokee delegates to the Seminoles, has been received. In reply, 
I inform you that an allowance to each, of five dollars per day, will be 
made for the time they were aGtually employed in the service of the Gov-
ernment; that is, from the period of their departure from the Cherokee 
nation to that at which they might have returned there, had they not de-
viated from their route, after the termination of the negotiations in Flori-
da, to come to Washingt~rn. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient ser';ant,, 
· · J. R. POINSETT 
JoHN Ross, Esq., Washington city. 
No. 11. 
WASHINGTON CITY, · 
' March 8, 1838. 
Srn: P_ermit me to ~hank you for having admitted, to a certain extent 
the pr?pnety o_f ful~lhng the. expect~tion created by the United State; 
agent 111 the mmd ot the mediators with the Seminoleans. At the 
· I t t ·11 d f ' h'b' · same time, ru~ you w1. p~r on me or,~x t 1trng b_efore you ceitain reasons 
for extend1~g your Justice to the residue of the indemnification on vvhich 
they were mduced to rely. I am persuaded that on due co 'd t· , ns1 era 10n 
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of the particulars I have to mention, you will at once be convinced that 
these persons ought not to be made so largely th_e losers by their go_od 
will towards the United States, as they must be if the unasked promise 
made to them by her agent should be forgotten. 
The scope of the evidenc~ I have to lay before you, is, to sllO'w 'that if 
the mediators with the Seminoleans came to vVashington, after leaving 
Florida, without your orders, they also came without mine; but that, as 
their coming was at the express and often and earnestly repeated solici-
tation of your special agent, and gfowing out of circumstances which 
seemed to impose on him the necessity for exercising a discretionary 
power, it must be more proper that the United St~Jes should make up to 
them for the loss of time so eaused by her representative, than that the 
individuals thus oificjally misled should be left liabl-e for it; especially as 
the mediators themselves considered, and had every reason for consider-
ing, the United States, through her agent, as being distin~tly and volun-
tarily pledged to them upon the subject. · 
Perbaps you may have forgotten the circumstance which arose at the 
very moment when Micanopy and the chiefs associated with him were 
captured under a flag of truce. The Cherokee mediators, in whose 
preseHce this occurred, no sooner recovered from their astonishment, 
than they asked to clear themselves from the appearance of treachery, in 
the mind of the Seminoleans, who had unhesitatingly come, through 
their means, into the lines of the army, for negotiation, and there lost 
their liberty. Soldiers were jus_t then hurrying the captives on board a 
steamboat. General .Jesup would not permit the mediators to commu-
nicate, personally, with the individuals who had been thus entrapped and 
taken from thei.r side. The mediators then entreated the ,general him-
self, on their hehalf, to make the explanations so necessary to the vindi-
cation of their honor to·wards the chiefs who, through a reliance on them, 
had fallen into the snare. This also he declined; but added, that they 
would themselves be allowed an interview with the prisoners at the fort 
of St. Augustine, about one hundred miles distant, whith~r they were 
then being conveyed. , 
The reasons for the anxiety of the Cherokee mediators on this subject 
were peculiarly cogent. Unless fully cleared from suspicion, what 
might be the consequence, should any of the Cherokees and Semrnoleans 
at some future time be neighbors? Merited distrust and scorn ! perma-
nent and deadly ra:1cor ! How were they to be looked upon by their 
red brethren, generally, if they could not convince the victims them-
selves that they ( the Cherokees) were innocent? How would they be 
viewed by the world at large, if any one could brand them as the willing 
tools to en~nare the confiding, under the sacredness of a flag of truce, 
which is respected by enerffies the most ferocious, and by s1:1irits the 
most untameable, throughout the peopled earth ? 
On the arrival of the Cherokee mediators at St. Augustine, they found 
that Oseola and some others, who had been captured previously, in a 
manner equally unexpected, had been already placed in the same fort 
which became the prison of Micanopy and the rest. Colonel Sher-
burne, the United States agent, who accompanied them, requested an 
interview with the captives, for himself, officially, and for tl\e Cherokee 
mediators. Captain Webster, the commandant of the fort, received 
L Doc. No. 285. ] 17 
Colonel Sherburne and the Cherokees in his own room. Colonel Sher-
burne expressed a wish to make some confidential . communications to 
the Seminolean leaders, and only to the leaders, rn presence of the 
Cherokee deputation. The leaders were called in. The Cherokee 
.mediators explained to the Seminoleans that they were thoroughly inno-
cent of the violation of the flag of truce ; that th~y had acted in perfect 
good faith, and with an honest hope of being able to bring about an hon-
orable peace. The Seminoleans at length acknowledged that they dis-
missed from their mind all suspicion of treachery, on the part of their 
Cherokee brethren. The mediators stated that they would make the 
affair a subject of formal complaint to their principal chief, who would 
seek redress for seizure of the Seminoleans from the United States na-
tional authorities at Washington. Colonel Sherburne expressed his be-
lief that the remonstrance would be respected. He then asked, stating 
that he did so at the instance of General Jesup, whether, in the event of 
the United States Government securing to the Seminoleans a country 
stretching from Tampa Bay to the eastern shore, the Seminoleans would 
guard t,hat part of the frontier, for the United . States, from foreign inva-
sion; whether they would deliver up all runaway American slaves who 
might seek refuge among them, and end the war in friendship and good 
faith. The chiefs appeared surprised. They said it was only to obtain 
these ends that they were fighting. Colonel Sherburne tpen followed 
up the suggestion thus: suppose such a proposition as he had named 
were sanctioned at Washington ; suppose he were to return from Wash-
ington, to take back some chiefs, for the purpose of ratifying a treaty 
there on the conrlitions he had named, would any of those to whom he 
now spoke return with him? If any, which? Each replied, one by 
one, that he himself would. Philip was the only one who qualified his 
assent; Philip would only assent, when thoroughly convinced that the 
word given by the United States was not intended to be broken; but 
Oseola, plucking a white plume from his brow, gave it, with a scarf, to 
Colonel Sherburne, exclaiming, "Present these to our white father, in 
token that Oseola will do as you have said." 
· It was now understood on all hands that the mediation, at any rate, 
had been thus far successful. The mediators at length arrived, with 
Colonel Sherburne, at Savannah. They considered their mission at an 
end, and were ·preparing to return to their homes; but Colonel Sherburne 
would not consent to their return. One of them remonstrated very 
strongly against further detention, but Colonel Sherburne represented 
so earnestly. the importance of their all accompanying him to Washing-
ton, enforcing his own persuasions by those of a friend, that the Chero"." 
kees were impelled to sacrifice their individual interests to those of the 
United States, for which they were thus led to believe the Government 
thought their co-operation desirable. There was no contract made on 
the subject of expenses, nor of indemnification, on this occasion more 
that~ on the former, when a specific compensation was proffer.ed, ~ithout 
havrng been asked. Nevertheless, as the service was continued it was 
but rea~on_able to suppose that the indemnification was to be und~rstood 
a_s contmurng also~ _How could t~1e mediators better afford the loss of 
time no_w, tl,a~ prev10usly? T?eir expenses were augmented by travel 
and residence 
2
m a more expensive region. By protracted absence, and 
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by the advance of that part of the. season which mos_t p~culiarly _demanded 
their personal attention on their own farms, theu· rnconvemences and 
losses also ·were augmented. How, therefore, could t_hey be expected, 
gratuitously, to give their means and efforts for the Urnted States at one 
part of such an agency, more than at another? Could they have gu_essed 
that both in their outlay aud their object they could have been left rn the 
lurch, is it to be imagined they would have_ c?nsented to throw away so 
much money, time, and trouble? Surely, 1t 1s unprecedented to stop a 
payment, merely because a service is to go on; and that there were ir-
resistible reasons for the mediators to consider themselves, and for me 
and others to consider them, a,s being retained for specific purposes of 
usefulness, in a vocation which. they Jid not solicit, proofs innumerable 
can be given, though I will confine myself to the few • which follow, and 
which 1 cannot but believe you will consider all-sufficient. 
On the arrival of the mediators ~at Washington, I had, of course, no 
doubt that Colonel Sherburne had faithfully reported the circumstance to 
the Department, with the facts which led to it; and I could not, there-
fore, have entertained the slightest supposition that they were not con-
sidered as much "actually employed in the service of the Government," 
at that time, as at any time before. I beg leave to remind you, as an 
evidence that I b::i.d convincing grounds for this impression, of my inter-
view with you, sir, when, immediately on the arrival of the mediators, I 
• had the honor of meeting you, with them and Colonel Sherburne. It 
was after I had sent in my protest, in which I asked " whether justice 
and policy did not require at your hands that the Seminoleans should be 
forthwith liberated, that they might go and confer with their people ; 
and that whatever obstacles might have been thrown in the way of their 
coming to make peace might be removed." At the interview to which 
I allude, the Florida affair was named, and you stated the protest had 
been received, and should be attended to. To this I answered, that if 
the Department still desired the services of the mediators, and my own 
sentiments as to the course most likely to succeed with the Seminoleans, 
they were at your service. Your reply was a bow, which it was impos-
sible for me to interpret otherwise than as an assent, especially when I 
presently afterwards received your note, stating that the protest l~ad been 
referred, and a report on the circumstances demanded of General Jesup. 
What was the natural, the unavoidable, inference ? I could not but sup-
pose a report would arrive forthwith. I could not but suppose that, on 
the arrival of a fair report, my request for the release of the captives 
would necessarily be complied with. I could not but suppose that, on 
your compliance with my request for the release of the captives, and for 
their return to their countrym'en, for the purpose of bringing about a 
peace, the mediators would be employed once moro to second that pur-
pose ; and that you of course expected them to wait here until you could 
receive the information which must precede your carrying that purpose 
into effect. 1 cannot myself perceive how any such misunderstanding 
could have arisen, as the one which you name, in relation to these medi-
ators. It seems to me perfectly inexplicable how it could ever have been 
imagined that they came to Washington merely to join a delegation 
ah-e~dy here, for well-known objects. Their original appointment, the 
official talk they bore, their constant association with your special agent, 
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his earnest request for them to come, my own communications concerning 
them after they were here, all concur to show that they were a sp~cial 
deputation, chosen for a special object, a<:tually employed in that very 
special object, brought hither by your agent against their wish and my 
instructions, for the identical special object, and .retained here, under 
the impressions unavoidably growing out of your own conversations and 
coi-respondence, also, for the selfsame special object. In my conviction 
that that special object '"·as still steadily in view, 1 was not shaken until 
I found, n0t only that no report appeared from General Jesup upon the 
circumstances set forth in my protest, but that, in opposition to my pro-
test, and to the course which appeared to me certain after the promised 
consideration of the case, the prisoners who had been taken under the 
flag of truce were actually, instead of being released, already transported, 
under an escort, west of the Mississippi, and nothing further said upon 
the subject. In this state of the affair, you may imagine my surprise and 
mortification, when I was told by you that you regarded the presence of 
the mediators at Washington as unauthorized, and that you had heard 
of it with astonishment. I can readily believe, however, that in the mul-
tiplicity of high demands upon your attention, the particulars I have de-
tailed may, for the moment, have escaped your recollection ; and I am 
fully pe1 suaded that, on recalling them, you will think the same reasons 
which have impelled your fulfilment of a part of the unasked promises _of 
your agent, equally applicable t0 the whole of them. 
Believe me, sir, you cannot find it more irksome to listen to these rep-
resentations than I do to feel myself under the necessity of making them. 
But when any of my people have been led, without solicitation on their 
part, to rely on promises for services to which they have, with great -loss 
and inconvenience to themselves, sacrificed time and prospects of great 
value to them, you will yourself confess that I should be doing them ex- · 
treme injustice were I to leave their case unrepresented . But it gives 
me great satisfaction to believe, that merely to represent it will be quite 
sufficient; for I am persuaded that the moment you distinctly see how 
strong the reasons are why the mediators should be shielded from the 
vast injury they must incur by being left unsatisfied, you are incapable 
of permitting them to be longer liable for the expenses of journeys and 
of a delay so costly ; to say nothing of time wasted in mere fruitless at-
tendance here, time upon which their families have a claim, and by the 
loss of which their wives and children must suffer. 
In conclusion, permit me to remind you that there is a part of my last 
letter, in reference to your hint of an investigation, to which I do not' 
find any reply in yours. . 
I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your very obedient hum-
ble servant, 
To the Hon. JoEL R. Po1NSETT, 
Secretary of War. 
JNO. ROSS. 
20 [ Doc. No. 285. ] 
No. 12. 
DEPAR'rMENT OF WAR, 
March 17, 1838. 
Srn: Your letter of the 8th instant has been received. · 
My decision relative to the compensation of the Cherokees, who acted 
as mediators with the Seminoles, cannot be changed. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
JoHN Ross, Esq., Washington cit;y. 
No. 13. 
The United States, in account with Hair Conrad, DR. 
For services on a mission of peace to the Seminoles of Florida, under 
the appointment of John Ross, principal chief of the Cherokee nation, 
and the escort of Colonel John H. Sherburne, special agent of the 
United States, commencing from the 28th day of October, 1837, up 
to the 4th day of April, 1838, inclusive, Jllaking 159 days, at $5 per 
day, $795 00 
Paid for horse hire, for conveying Mr. Woodward and myself 
from home to Spring Place, where we took the stage for 
Augusta, Georgia, on our way to Florida, including ex-
pense for diet, 
Contingent expenses, medicine, &c. 
A. Fuller's bill, for board and lodging from the 30th Decem-
ber, 1.837, to lhe 22d March, inclusive, 







OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
March 20, 1838. 
According to directions received from the Secretary of War, the 
whole amount of the first item above ( $795) cannot be allowed. So 
much of it a8 is for services from the day the claimant left home till the 
day he could have returned to it, if he had not deviated from the proper 
route, will be paid. 
The second can be paid. · 
The third can be paid, if the expenditure occurred during the time 
they are to receive compensation. 
No part of the fourth or fifth can be allowed. 
Colonel Sherburne's certificate should accompany the accounts, and 
they should be made out anew, in conformity to the principles above set 
forth. 
Approved : 
C. A. HARRIS, Commissioner. 
J. R. P . 
[ Doc. No. 285. ] 
The United States, in account with Jesse Bushyhead, DR. 
For services on a mission of pP.ace to the Seminoles of Florida, un_der 
the appointment of John Ross, principal chief of the Cherokee nation, 
and the escort of Colonel John H. Sherhurne, special agent of the 
United States, commencing from the ,30th day of October, 1837, up 
to the 4th day of April, 1838, inclusive, making 157 days, at $5 per 
day, $785 00 
Paid for horse hire, and conveyance from home to Coosa-
watee, where I took the stage for Augusta, on my way to 
Augusta, - , - - -
Contingent expenses, consisting of medicine, barber's bill, &c., 
A. Fuller & Co's bill for board and lodging, from the 30th 
, December, 1837, to the 22d March, inclusive, -






OFFICE 0~, IND IAN A FF AIRS, 
March 20, 1838. 
According to diFections received from the Secretary of War the 
whole amount of the first item above ( $795) cannot be allowed. So 
much of it as is for services from the day the claimant left home till the 
day he could have returned to it, if he had not deviated from the proper 
route, will be paid. · 
The second can be paid. 
The third can be paid, if the expenditure occurred during the time 
they are to receive compensation. 
No part of the fourth or fifth can be allowed .. 
Colonel Sherburne's certificate should accompany the accounts, and 
they should be made out anew, in conformity to the principles above set 
forth. 
Approved :· 
C . A . HARRIS, Commissioner. 
J. R. P . 
The United States, in account with Thomas Woodward, DR. 
For services on a mission of peace to the Seminoles of Florida under 
the appointment of John Ross, principal chief of the Cherokee 'nation, 
and the escort of Colonel John H. Sherburne, special agent of the 
United States, com_mencing_from the 28th day of October, 1837, up to 
the 4th day of Apnl, 1838, rnclusive, making one hundred and fifty-
nine d~ys, at $5 per day, - $795 00 
For contmgent expenses, doctors' fees medicines barber's •~1 
bill, &c. .' - ' - 12 00 
A. Fuller & Co's bill for board and lodging, from the 30th 
J?ecember, 1837, to the 22d of March, inclusive, - 207 69 
Estim_ate for expenses for returning home to the Cherokee 
nation, 70 00 
$1,084 69 
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OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
March 20, 1838. 
According to directions received from the Secretary of War, the whole 
amount of the first item above ( $795) cannot be allowed. So much of 
jt as is for services from the day the claimant left home till the day he 
could have relurned to it, if he had not deviated from the proper route, 
will be paid. 
The second can ue paid, if the expenditure occurred during the time 
they are to receive compensation. 
No part of the third or fourth can be allowed. 
Colonel Sherburne's certificate should accompany the accounts, and 
they should be made out anew, in conformity to the principles above set 
forth . 
C . A. HARRIS, Commissfoner. 
Approved : 
J. R. P. 
The United States, in accourit with Richard Fields, DR. 
For services as a mediator of peace to the Seminoles of Florida, under 
the appointment of John Ross, principal chief of Cherokee nation, 
and the escort of Colonel John H. Sherburne,special agent of the United 
States, commencing from the 16th of September, 1837, up to the 4th 
of April, 1838, inclusive, making two hundred and one days, at $5 per 
day, - -$ l ,005 00 
Expenses from the 16th Septemuer to the 8th October, in 
going to Augusta, including fare, &c. 
From the 8th October to the 28th, inclusive, by returning 
from Augusta to the Cherokee agency and back again to 
Augusta, by request of Colonel Sherburne, 
Furnished my associates with 
Fare -from Augusta to Charleston, 
Bill in Charleston, including washing and incidentals, three 
days, -
S teamboat fare from Charleston to Savannah, 
From Savannah to Garey's Ferry~ 
Incidentals on the way, 
Fare from Garey's Ferry to St. Augustine, 
Twelve days' board at St. Augustine, including washing, 
medical aid, and incidentals, 
Presented a fine silk turban to Oseola, -
Furnished Oseola with various little necessaries, and other 
presents for his family, 
Presented a fine sash to Coa Hadjo, 
Made small presents to bis family, -
Gave to the ch~efs three pounds of tobacco, at 75 cents, 
Gave to the chiefs .five pounds, at 50 cents, -
ave to the chiefs smoking tobacco, 
i urnished ourselves with cakes and candy, to carry into the 



















[ Doc. No, 285. J 
Bought paper and quills, - - -
Presented pipes to the chiefs, to the amount of 
Presented to various Indians 10 bead chains, at 75 cents, 
Fare from St. Augustine to Fort Mellon, -
Bill at Fort Mellon, including comforts for myself and asso-
ciates, washing, &c. 
Bought five pounds of tobacco, at 75 cents, 
Bought a piece dried beef, - - - -
Bought beef in the hostile camp of the Seminoles, on the head 
of the St. John's, 
Presented cloth vest to Nocose Yahola, chief of rank, 
Presented three blankets fo different chiefs, 
Presented divers other things, not recollected, - -
Fare from Fort Mellon to St. Augustine, on my return home-
ward, 
Bill at St. Augustine, on my return, - - -
From St. Augustine to Charleston, steward's charge on board 
steamboat, 
Bill in Charleston, Planters' Hotel, 
Bill for hack hire, 
Fare from Charleston to Washington city, 
Bill at Fuller's, - - -
Amount necessary to pay my expenses home, 























Gave cloth coat and pantaloons, as a present to an Indian, - 25 00 
Paid for barber's bill, &c., on the trip, - - 9 50 
The United States, in account with Major Polecat, lh. 
For services as an interpreter to the Cherokee mediation, on a mission 
of peace to the Seminoles of Florida, under the appointment of John 
Ross, principal chief of the Cherokee nation, and the escort of Colo-
nel John H. Sherburne, special agent of the U_nited States, commencing 
from the 28th of October, 1837, up to the 4th ·or April, 1838, inclusive, 
making 159 days, at $5 per day, · - $795 00 
Paid for horse hire and conveyance to Coosawatee, where I 
took the stage for Augusta, Georgia, on my way to Florida,' 5 00 
Contingent expenses, consisting of medicine, barber-'s bill, 
&c . 7 50 
A. Fuller & Co's bill, for board and lodging from the 30th of 
December, 1837, to the 22d of March, inclusive, - 209 57 
Estimate for expenses for returning home to the Cherokee 
nation, ~ 70 00 
$1,087' 07 
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OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
March 20, 1838. 
According to directions received from the Secretary of War, the whole 
amount of the first item above ( $795) cannot be allowed. So much of 
it as is for services from the day the claimant left home till the day he 
could have returned to it, if he had not deviated from the proper route, 
will be paid. 
The second can be paid. 
The third can be paid, if the expenditure occurred during the time 
they are to receive compensation. 
N o part of the fourth or_fifth can be allowed. 
Colonel Sherburne's certificate should accompany the accounts, and 
they should be made out anew, in conformity to the principles above set 
forth. 
Approved: 
C. A. HARRIS, Commissioner. 
J. R. P. 
